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had a few weeks before been admitted to the
ministry. Later in that summer I accepted the
invitation of the authorities to work in the
beautiful parish of Cramond in Mid-Lothian. My
early home at Ardchattan was after this unvisited
for more than thirty years, during which I was a
stranger, returning to it after this long interval
surrounded by another generation, as our family
retreat in two successive summers of academical
holiday in 1876 and 1877.

Beneath the surface of this Scottish Disrup-
tion, obscured by provincial technicalities, argued
with scholastic subtlety and fanatical fervour, one
found perplexing questions which underlie political
action in all countries, in a Christendom rent by
sectarian divisions, and with its deepened inter-
pretation of the duty of religious toleration. It
was the issue of an experiment which tested
Chalmers's theory of selection by the State of
one out of the aggregate of Protestant sects, as
the organ of the nation for its own religious
education; the selected sect continuing absolutely
self-governing in discipline and doctrine. The
excluded rival sects resented the confinement of
national countenance to one; and the nation,
through its Legislature, claimed a right to re-uption at a distance.     Irbid national ac-
